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CONTENT WARNING

This course is an A Level and is therefore aimed at students of 16+. 
Students who are younger than this are more than welcome, but 

there will be reference to adult themes from time to time. This course 
contains references to sexual assault and rape, violence, warfare and 
other adult themes. I do not cover these things gratuitously but they 

are a core part of the course at times and feature in the textbook. 



2 | P a g e

Key Information 

Course Price £1,230 divided over 22 months at £55, + £20 deposit
Course Length 22 Months over 74 Lessons 
Lesson Length 1 hour 30 minutes 
Lesson Times Wednesdays 9:30-11:00 
Exam Board OCR 
Qualification A Level 
Course Code H573 
Exams 3 Papers of 2hrs 20mins 
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Component 1: Philosophy of Religion 

In Philosophy of religion learners will study philosophical 
issues and questions raised by religion and belief. These 
include arguments regarding the existence or non-existence 
of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and 
the problems of evil and suffering. They will also explore 
philosophical language and thought, through significant 
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues 
or debates in the philosophy of religion.
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Component 2: Religion & Ethics 

Religion and ethics is characterised by the study of ethical 
language and thought, with exploration of key concepts and 
the works of influential thinkers. Ethical theory will also be 
applied to issues of importance; namely euthanasia, business 
ethics, and sexual ethics. 
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Component 3: Developments in Christian Thought

Developments in Christian thought provides an opportunity for the 
systematic study of Christianity. This will include the exploration of 
religious beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious 
identity, as well as sources of wisdom and authority. Also central are 
the ways in which religious traditions have developed over time, and 
religious responses to challenges and significant contemporary social 
issues.
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Examination Information 

3 exams of 2 hours 20 minutes. 

All exams will be in 2026. 

There will be a range of partial and full mock exams throughout the course. 
We take mock exams in lessons which will be recorded in case we need 
evidence of work due to any exam complications in 2026. 

I mark all exams and provide feedback. We will study all the required exam 
skills in class and most homework will be based on exam questions.  

Exams are readily available across the county at independent exam 
centres such as A3, Faregos and Tutors & Exams. I am partnered with 
Tutors & Exams but this does not mean you must take the exam with 
them. 

The deadline for exam entries is usually around the end of January. I suggest 
that you sign up before then to avoid any delays, especially if you require 
access arrangements due to any special needs (extra time, use of a laptop etc.) 

I cannot sign up to exam for you, but I can offer help and advice. It is also no 
me who can decide if a student requires extra time etc; that’s something you 
must arrange with the exam centre you choose to sit the exam with.  

You can find examples of exam papers on the OCR website. 
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Assessment and Homework 

In order to track student’s progress, I ask them to complete regular homework 
and mock exam assessments.  

Homework will be set every week and will usually be based on exam questions 
so that they can be marked and graded.  

All students must have access to a printer to print off homework and 
exam papers. 

All students must have a way of sending me completed homework. You 
can either photograph this and send it or scan it in. (If you have 
completed work on the computer than this is a simple email). 

It is much appreciated if work can be sent in .pdf form as this drastically 
cuts down the time it takes to mark. 

All homework will be returned, marked, within two days of being sent unless 
we are taking a holiday. Most homework is sent back the next day. 

Drop-In 

If a student requires help with homework, or anything else, they can email me 
at any time or join my drop-in session every Saturday from 11-12pm.  

This session is open to all students and their parents for free and you can ask 
me anything! 

Reports 

I send out written reports each November to give parents and students a good 
idea of how they are progressing. This report will show how regularly 
homework is completed, attendance and average grades so far.  
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How Lessons Work 

All lessons are online and use the Zoom platform. Students will have a link 
that they can use for the entire year. 

All lessons are recorded so should you miss a lesson, you can catch up. 
These are all stored on a central Google Drive. These are also great for 
revision! 

Students are not always required to use cameras or mics, although they are 
strongly encouraged to do so as it is a small group in which discussion of key 
themes really helps to build understanding. The exception to this is during 
mock exams when all students are expected to have a camera pointing at their 
work, not faces and must have their mics muted. 

Students will be able to use the Zoom chat function during lessons if they 
are uncomfortable with speaking. 

Equipment you will need: 

- Camera

- Mic

- Stable internet connection

- Notepads and pens for notetaking

- Working printer for printing off assessments etc.
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Holidays and Taking Breaks 

This course follows the Nottinghamshire school term times (attached to the 
end of this document). This means that we will have a long break for Summer, 
half terms and Christmas and Easter holidays. 

The price of the course has been split over the length of the course, so even 
when in holiday times, the monthly cost is the same even though there may be 
less lessons in that particular month.  

As all lessons are recorded, it’s no problem at all to take additional weeks off. 
Please be prepared to catch up with missed lessons though by watching 
recordings and doing any homework set.  

If you cannot make a mock exam for any reason, please send me an email. We 
can usually work out an alternative time to sit these exams. 
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Textbooks 

There are three required textbooks for this course: 

Philosophy of Religion for OCR: The Complete Resource for Component 01
 of the New AS and A Level Specification 
(ISBN: 978-1509517985) 

Religion and Ethics for OCR: The Complete Resource for Component 02 

(ISBN: 978-1509510160) 

(ISBN: 978-1509532360) 

Developments in Christian Thought for OCR: 
The Complete Resource for Component 03 of the New AS and A Level 
Specification 



Nottingham City Council 
School Terms and Holidays Calendar - 2024/25 

Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24 

M 5 12 19 26 M 2 9 16 23 30 M 7 14 21 28 

T 6 13 20 27 T 3 10 17 24 T 1 8 15 22 29 
W 7 14 21 28 W 4 11 18 25 W 2 9 16 23 30 
T 1 8 15 22 29 T 5 12 19 26 T 3 10 17 24 31 
F 2 9 16 23 30 F 6 13 20 27 F 4 11 18 25 
S 3 10 17 24 31 S 7 14 21 28 S 5 12 19 26 
S 4 11 18 25 S 1 8 15 22 29 S 6 13 20 27 

Nov-24 Dec-24 Jan-25 

M 4 11 18 25 M 2 9 16 23 30 M 6 13 20 27 

T 5 12 19 26 T 3 10 17 24 31 T 7 14 21 28 
W 6 13 20 27 W 4 11 18 25 W 1 8 15 22 29 
T 7 14 21 28 T 5 12 19 26 T 2 9 16 23 30 
F 1 8 15 22 29 F 6 13 20 27 F 3 10 17 24 31 
S 2 9 16 23 30 S 7 14 21 28 S 4 11 18 25 
S 3 10 17 24 S 1 8 15 22 29 S 5 12 19 26 

Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25 

M 3 10 17 24 M 3 10 17 24 31 M 7 14 21 28 

T 4 11 18 25 T 4 11 18 25 T 1 8 15 22 29 
W 5 12 19 26 W 5 12 19 26 W 2 9 16 23 30 
T 6 13 20 27 T 6 13 20 27 T 3 10 17 24 
F 7 14 21 28 F 7 14 21 28 F 4 11 18 25 
S 1 8 15 22 S 1 8 15 22 29 S 5 12 19 26 
S 2 9 16 23 S 2 9 16 23 30 S 6 13 20 27 

May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 

M 5 12 19 26 M 2 9 16 23 30 M 7 14 21 28 

T 6 13 20 27 T 3 10 17 24 T 1 8 15 22 29 
W 7 14 21 28 W 4 11 18 25 W 2 9 16 23 30 
T 1 8 15 22 29 T 5 12 19 26 T 3 10 17 24 31 
F 2 9 16 23 30 F 6 13 20 27 F 4 11 18 25 
S 3 10 17 24 31 S 7 14 21 28 S 5 12 19 26 
S 4 11 18 25 S 1 8 15 22 29 S 6 13 20 27 

Inset Days Half term 1 - 7 weeks 2 days 
Half term 2 - 7 weeks 

Bank Holiday Half term 3 - 6 weeks 
Half term 4 - 6 weeks 

School Holiday Half term 5 - 4 weeks 3 days 
Half term 6 - 8 weeks 



Nottingham City Council 
 School terms and holiday calendar – 2025/26 

AUGUST 2025 SEPTEMBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025 

M 4 11 18 25 M 1 8 15 22 29 M 6 13 20 27 
T 5 12 19 26 T 2 9 16 23 30 T 7 14 21 28 
W 6 13 20 27 W 3 10 17 24 W 1 8 15 22 29 
T 7 14 21 28 T 4 11 18 25 T 2 9 16 23 30 
F 1 8 15 22 29 F 5 12 19 26 F 3 10 17 24 31 
S 2 9 16 23 30 S 6 13 20 27 S 4 11 18 25 
S 3 10 17 24 31 S 7 14 21 28 S 5 12 19 26 

NOVEMBER 2025 DECEMBER 2025 JANUARY 2026 

M 3 10 17 24 M 1 8 15 22 29 M 5 12 19 26 
T 4 11 18 25 T 2 9 16 23 30 T 6 13 20 27 
W 5 12 19 26 W 3 10 17 24 31 W 7 14 21 28 
T 6 13 20 27 T 4 11 18 25 T 1 8 15 22 29 
F 7 14 21 28 F 5 12 19 26 F 2 9 16 23 30 
S 1 8 15 22 29 S 6 13 20 27 S 3 10 17 24 31 
S 2 9 16 23 30 S 7 14 21 28 S 4 11 18 25 

FEBRUARY 2026 MARCH 2026 APRIL 2026 

M 2 9 16 23 M 2 9 16 23 30 M 6 13 20 27 
T 3 10 17 24 T 3 10 17 24 31 T 7 14 21 28 
W 4 11 18 25 W 4 11 18 25 W 1 8 15 22 29 
T 5 12 19 26 T 5 12 19 26 T 2 9 16 23 30 
F 6 13 20 27 F 6 13 20 27 F 3 10 17 24 
S 7 14 21 28 S 7 14 21 28 S 4 11 18 25 
S 1 8 15 22 S 1 8 15 22 29 S 5 12 19 26 

MAY 2026 JUNE 2026 JULY 2026 

M 4 11 18 25 M 1 8 15 22 29 M 6 13 20 27 
T 5 12 19 26 T 2 9 16 23 30 T 7 14 21 28 
W 6 13 20 27 W 3 10 17 24 W 1 8 15 22 29 
T 7 14 21 28 T 4 11 18 25 T 2 9 16 23 30 
F 1 8 15 22 29 F 5 12 19 26 F 3 10 17 24 31 
S 2 9 16 23 30 S 6 13 20 27 S 4 11 18 25 
S 3 10 17 24 31 S 7 14 21 28 S 5 12 19 26 

*Recommend that July 27 be used as INSET Day (school’s decision)

Half term 1 – 7 weeks 

Half term 2 – 7 weeks 
Half term 3 – 6 weeks 
Half term 4 – 5 weeks 

Half term 5 – 5 weeks 4 days 

Half term 6 – 8 weeks 1 day 

AUGUST 2026 

M 3 10 17 24 31 
T 4 11 18 25 
W 5 12 19 26 
T 6 13 20 27 
F 7 14 21 28 
S 1 8 15 22 29 
S 2 9 16 23 30 

Key 
In school 
School holiday 
Public holiday 
In Service Training Day 
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